"Stealers 74!" 
Text: Malachi 3:8-10, 

'' 1 man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, 'How a re we robbing 

thee?' In your tithes and offeringd. You are cursed 
with a curse, for you are robbing me; the whole nation of 
you. 3ring the full tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house; and thereby put me to the 
test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the win- 
dows of heaven for you and puur down for you an overflowing 
blessing. 

Scripture: II Corinthians 9:6-15 

A preacher once remarked to a friend of his, "I know what people will put 

on my tombstone The beggar died.*" Jerhaps this may be on many preachers 

tombstones, and perhaps this is the image some people have about preachers in 
general. Therefore this morning, at the risk of furthering this thought In 
some people's minds, I would like to speak to you about a subject that church 
people do not like to hear too much about. And that is money. I do not be- 
lieve fekxt in preaching about it very often, but at this ti e of the year 
wl '. we are considering the budget and the needs of the church, I do not think 
it is out of line to do so. I realize of course that some folks would just 
as soon never have the preacher refer to it, because he is not supposed to 
worry or think about those things. 3 u t money is a fact of life whether you 
are in charge of a grocery store , or whether you are pastor of a church. 

One of the most quoted stories of Jesus is probably the little story that 

is told in the Gospels of Mark and Luke and it hh± is made up of only J or 

4- verses. The story is the one about the widows mite. &ss As it is related 

in both Gospels it tells of Jesus sitting near the treasury in the Synagogue 

and watching people put their money in. We are told that he saw many of the 

wealthy putting in large sums, but along comes this poor widow who places in 

the tresury two small coins, which were the equivalent of a penny. Jesus 

poor 
called His fiiscinles to Him and remarked that this, woman had placed into the 

A 

be ( more than all the rest. She had given what little she had to the Lord, 
and therefore it was more acceptable. It was also the free giving spirit in 
which she gave that made it worth more. 
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vhis story tells a very good object lesson for all of us, but I believe 

i also has been responsible for a fallacy that some people have about church 

giving. The fallacy is that because Jesus condoned the giving of a small 

gift and said this gift was more acceptable to God, then this is a just cause 

for giving as little as we can, because this is what our Lord said to do. 

(Illustration of boy & best show for a nickel) 

Well I hate to burst any illusions that some of you may have had about this, 

but this is not necessarily so. The illustration concerns someone who could 

only give a small amount and this is what she gave. 

The real point of the story is not what she gave, but how she gave. V/hat 
Jesus was pointing out, was that a person may give large amounts of money and 
give it without love, and so it is given in vain. This is what Paul w a s tell- 
ing the Corinthians as we read in our scripture, "Each one must do as he has 
made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion." This then is the 
secret, to give with love and with joy. Have you ever received a gift that 
\ - given out of a sense of duty, rather than out of love? If you have you 
know how cold and lifeless such a gift is. Syi By the same token if you 
have ever received a gift that was given strictly out of love, you know what 
a joy it is. This past week I received a gift from an -89 year old man that 
made me cry. I visited him in the hospital and read some scripture with him 
and prayed with him, all the while he held my hand real tight like a little 
child. And when I went to leave he pulled me down close to his face and 
kissed me on the cheek. That, was a gift given out of pure love. This is 
what God wants from us. 
(Illustration of Kennedy and grand larceny) 

When one considers this for the first time, it may seem that this is 
being a little harsh. 3ut when we ask what God has to say about this, then 
we begin to see things in a different light. In the prophecy of Malachi the 

chapter the 8th verse we read the question, "Will man rob God?" Natur- 
all y, we may ask, "How can we possibly rob God?" And if we read on in the 
9th verse God answers, iiyet you are robbing me." And Malachi inserts the 



-3- 

question the Israelites must have asked, "But you say, "How are we robbing 
f-^e?" And the answer comes back from God, "In your tithes and offerings." 
So we see from this that the people of Israel were holding back on giving to 
the Lord what was rightfully His. But when we look at our own age and our 
own day we see that we have "Stealers 7^»" Many people in many different 
churches and denominations have adopted this attitude that God will have to 
be satisfied with whatever is left over af ;er everything else is paid. 

Times change attitudes and customs do they not? The Israelites were not 
blessed with many things, neither were they faced with many of the expenses 
that we have today. 3ut their attitude was one of begrudging the Lord what 
was rightfully His. The attitude -.mong many Christians since the beginning 
of the Christian church has been to strive to give to God before taking care 
of the other things of life. But slowly and surely this attitude has changed 
to one of taking care of our wants, „nd needs and desires, and if anything is 
J°ft over, God can have it, 

(5ut in this thinking we can see the danger, just as the danger was spelled 
out by God for the Israelites, fie says in the 10th verse, 7 You are cursed 
with a curse, for you are robbing me the whole nation of you," In this 
we can see that God will wither be given 1st place in our lives, or He will 
exact a form of punsihment from us. Many people fight to hang onto possess- 
ions, such as homes and property of all kinds, and many times all sorts of 
things go wrong. But if the people would look at their lives and realise t 
that they are continually giving God second place, their lives maybtake a 
change for the fetter if they reversed their thinking. God also promises 
this in the very next verse of Malachi when He says, "Bring the full tithes 
into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house; and thereby put me 
to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven 
f r you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing." God is saying try 
me and see what will happen. 

But you see people are reluctant to step out in faith when it comes to 



giving to the Lord. The churches that I have served have all had a certain 
ir iber of people who will say, "I do not believe in pledging." Which is 
iEHExaiB±xixaHEE5ix±fcptaH±x£KEixtJisxsa3SEXMayx erroneous, for that same person 
will go out and buy a home and sign a mortgage for 20 or 25 years , which is 

a pledge for a long period of time. Or that person will go out and buy a 
So when a person says he does n ot beliays in_jpJL edging, but buys cars, houses, 
"new car and finance it for 3 years which is also a form of a pledge^ Putgyou 
furniture etc on time, he is really saying, I i±HXHBi believe in pledging anything 

s«»"b1tr5e -plcd ^ cu jlj ."u nu U- -feil sa— th e — p-T-aA g&s^eggE^ i - ve to a &te«*»k^^/ith .a church 
but I do not believe in pledging to God. But you see these pledgesare" not like 

pledge you can determine what you want to pledge. With a house or a car, the' 
church pledges TTres i-V7* / ^ v ^_,, f r<-. 

lending institution will tell you that you must pay 70, 30, 100, or whatever 

dollars a month for a 3 yr period or 20 years. And you cannot come to them 
and say, "Look, I'm a little short this month and I can only give you a third 
of it, or half of it. It is all or you lose the car or house or whatever. 
With a pledge to the church, no one is going to hound you if you are laid off 
or you have problems meeting it. 

In all of this business of giving to God, it becomes a matter of doing 
it in faith. In faith that God is going to give you the health and the 
strength to be able to work and earn a living. And after all, where does our 
health and strength come £sx from? It is a matter of trusting God that when 
he says He will open the windows of heaven and pour us out a blessing, then 
we must believe that He will. We can never outgive God, and unless you have 
taken this step of faith, you cannot understand what I am saying. It may 
not come to you in material things, but it may come to you with a healthy 
family. It may take the form of having a peaceful marriage and obedient 
children. It may take the form of contentment with your job and the people 
you work with. And just the reverse of these things dan be true if you are 
miserly and selfish i*i£fa-wha£-Go d bl o o s»s=y^KJo3Eh. 

A very good example of v/hat I have been trying to say, was proven in the 
1 "e of Mr. LeTourneau the earth moving machinery man. 
(Illustration of his tithing and the results) 

Mr. Letourneau also gave liberally of himself in the work of the Lord, and a 
portion of our tithe can be given in this way. './ith the cost of inflation 



We are to do good, to be rich in good deads, liberal 
and generous, thus laying up lor ourselves a good 
f-' nidation for the future so that we may take hold 
oi the life which is life indeed. 

ST, PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Butler, Pennsylvania 
Twenty-Second Sunday Afte» Pentecost November 3i '97^ 
Rev. Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Mrs. Marilyn Stephenson, Organist 
Mr, Ralph Cooper, Choir Director 
Greg 9osko, MarcIa McRrIde - Acolytes 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 11:00A.M. 
Prelude Music; '"The Lord is My Shepherd" Wqoleh 

"Ariel" Doige 

Silent Praver 

""Process ional Hymn No, 2JI tt Jesus, ! have promised" 

•Ascription - Choral Amen 

•Exhortat ion 

■•"Confess iqn On Unison) "Eternal God, in whom \he live and 
move and havf our eeinu, whose face is hidoen from us by 
cur sins, and whose mercy we forget in the hllndness of 
our hearts; cleanse us, we beseech thee, from all our 
offenses, anp deliver us from prquti thoughts and vain 

DESIRES; THAT WITH LOWLINESS ANp MEEKNESS We MaY draw 

near to theej confessing our faults, confiding in thy 
grace, amd fjndjng in thee our refuge and our strength, 
through jesus christ thy son, atfen, b 
*Kyr«e (Choir, Congregation and Pastor) 

"Assurance of Pardon - Choral Amen 
•Praise 

•Pastor: '0 Lord open our lips. 

•People: And our mouth shall show forth thv rrajse 
•Dqxology No. 55' 
Scripture Lesson: II Corinthians 91 6-15 
Hymn No. £60 "Lord, Thou lovest the cheerful giver" 

•Affirmation of our Faith (Apostles 1 Creed) 
•Gloria Patrt 
•Call to Prayer 

•Pastori The Lord be with you. 
•People: Amo with thv spirit, 
•Pastor: Let us Pray, 
•Poayeh and Prayer Response 
Offering 

Offertory "Cantando 11 Concone 



Anthem: "Go1n' Home" Dvorak - accompantment - 

Kitty Feder - Piano; Rol Thompson 
Sermon: "STEALERS Jk\ ,f 

Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
*Hvmn of Dedtcatjon No. 395 "From Thee all skill and 

sci ence flow 11 
•Benediction and Three Fold Amen 
Oroan PoStlude: "PoStlude in B Flat" Volekmar 

-------- *CoNGREGATIoN STANDING - _ _ _ _ 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have been placed by 
Mrs. Carl Miller in memory of her "Husband". 

Serving as Ushers today are: *Allen BotacchI, John 
Redman, Dan Sqsko, Robert Knauer, Charles Penar. 

Elder and Mrs. Roland Thompson will represent Council 

AT THE OOgft TODAY, 

The attendance last Sunday was I SU. 

Nursery will be provided today by Mrs. Sharon Stauffer, 
Laurel Stauffer, and Desbie McSride. 
yroDA* - 6:00 - YOUTH CHOIR - We had at least 15 sign-up. 
>T0DAV - 7:00 - YOUTH FELLOWSHIP - The Y uth are to dome 

IN COSTUME. 

MONDAY - 7:30 - WOMEN'S MARY PRUGH CIRCLE MEETING. 
> WEDNESDAY - 7:30 - CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING. 

TODAY - After the morning worship - there will be a 
short meeting of the Mary Martha Circle in front of 
the church - it will only take a minute or two. 

The Pastor will be in Norfolk Virginia - Monday thru 
Friday QF"HlS WEEK, If YQU SHOULD HAVE ANY PASTORAL 
NEEDS, PLEASE CONTACT 9eA TaIT, OR THE REV. GranV | LLE 

Cqoper. 
We jit Sunday is Christian Enlistment Sunday - The Budget 

WILL BE PRESENTED; THE JnDERSHEPHERDS WERE CONTACTED 

and they will have a short meeting after worship service 

next Sunday, Those nominated for a three year period 

"> for Elder are! Rofjert Basehqre, Gene Stephenson 
r II- For Oeaconi Paul Pfase, 

Don Kennedy, Joan Master and ttmuMfl P^luohi' 
Sill Pflugh would like to thank the iVen and Women who 

HELPED BRING THE ShUT-I NS TO THE SeRV I CE LA9T SUNDAY 
AFTERNOON, He WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK THE YoUTH, 

Women and Wen who served as Ushers at Oeshon during 
October - without you jt would not have been possible. 
We would like to extend our thanks to Bill for V **£ 

) TWO NECESSARY PROJECTS - THANK YOU. 



.remaps mis seem harsh when consider 1st time, 
But must ask, "itfhat G, say?" 

V( *S&pcMalachi 3 
Many peop, many denom/chs adopt attitude"let G B 
satis what is lef ' . ' 
Thus own day/ago "Otealers 7*!". 

Is.' it blesses many things but attitu begreudge G. I 
■■ariy Xpiana & chs give 5 1st, other things 2nd. > 
slow/sure this change, 
our needa/wants/desires 1st, G get leftovers 
vs 9, must give G 1st place or face conseq. 
Many fight hang on possess homes/prop/furn eto 
But if many look C give G 2nd place mav change 
thinking 

G. says, vs 10 

Peop reluc step out faith in give 2 0. 
chs I serve each had peop say, "I no believe pledge' 
That same pera buy house 20/25 yrs/car 3 yrs, 
this pledge. 

What really say, "I believe pledge 4 me/not 4 G" 
diff tween ch pledge other pledge/no can pay other 
pledge as C fit. 

ledge 2 ch, U give what U feel U want give 

In all bus of give 2 G it matter trust G give health 
strength 
£>oes not all come from G? ■ 

It matter trust G as says Hal 3:10, "He open win- 
dows hvn pour out bless . " 
We can netsx outgive G, 
'inless U know I mean/U no understand 

It may come U health fam, 
May B peace in marriage, obed children 
May B content in job & peop work with 
May t„ke all forms, but G bless some way 

(Illust. tithing & results) Letourneau 
•ith inflation not poss everyl give 10- 
But is poss all give cert. » money, 
as well cert, 'i time & effort in ch. work 

There not 1 us cannot spare G some time cause 2 
If go, we just that, "Too Busy," 
St need alter our lives. 

Simple fact all this, we created love G 
This mean G wants all of us. 
He no want portion, or what we want give, 



busy; 



"Stealers 7*!" 

T ;: Malachi 3:8-10 

"'mil man rob God? But you say, 'How are we robbing 
thee?' In your tithes and offerings. Joxi are 
cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me; the 
wb e nation of you. Bring the full tithes into 
th't. storehouse, that there may be food in my house; 
and thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for 
you and pur down for you an overflowing blessing." 

Scripture: II Cor. 9:6-15 

Preacher once remark: "I know what peop will put on 

my tombstone the beggar died." 

Perhaps on many preach tombstone, 
perhaps this peop think of preachers in gen 
At risk this AM further this thot in some peop minds 

I speak subj ch peop no like hear MONEY 

I no believe speak this often, but this time yr we 
consider budget & ch needs 

I realize some folk just soon preach no refer 2 it 
He not suppose think/worry bout it 

.'£ fact life whether grocer/pastor oh 

1 most quote story Js/story Gosps MAR. Luk & 5,4 ,vn 
story widow mite "■ W 

Tails Js in syn nr treas, watch peop put mon in 
Saw many wealth put Irg Sums 
widow put 2 sm coin = It 
Js tell disc this woman put more all rest 
She gave what little she had to Lord & 
it more accept 
Given free give spirit 

This story good obj lesson 4 all us 
But also respons fallacy sum peop hav ch give 
Fallacy Js condone give small gift & 3mall gift 
more accept 2 God, 
thus we c*,n little as possib to G 
(Illust. boy - best show for 5*} 
hate burst any illus "bout give, 
story by Js concern somel only sm sum give/gave it 
Js show pers may give lg sum/give no love give 
¥~, 6-7 Scripture 
' _,ift of duty vs. gift love . 

(illust, £9 yr old man a kiss). 
This |ift love, this G wantlTfrom us 

(Illust. Kennedy & Grand 1 irceny) 
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in vair 
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He wants MONEY' 3 

He wants Time, 
~~<5 wants abilities 
<& in return 4 give this His care, He prom bless 
far beyond measure 

Must ask selves quest "Will we B part of crowd of 
"it lers 74?" 

0*,- will we BxjraxJs: join ranks givers? in grat 4 

what He give us? 

I would suggest we gather 2gether as hus/wife/fams 
&, pray earnestly/seriously B4 make decision what 
give. 
G will lead if we seek Him sincerely. 

Let us not B "Stealers 74, " or "stealers" any other 

Let us instead B lovers of G & show it by actions 
&. deeds for Him. 

Tiemember P. say, 

"He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 

he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 

;]ach one must do as he has made up his mind, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver." 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his 1 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



